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IX. 


ABNORMAL (?) TEMPERATURES. 


A temperature in the horse of from 99dg. to 
10ldg. F. may be taken as normal. A temperature 
above or below these figures is at any rate unusual, 
if it is not indicative of disease. Some two years ago 
Mr. Willis made the observation that horses doing 
fast work in hot weather showed a very remarkable 
rise in temperature—many ranging from 103 to 
106dg. This condition was accompanied by only 
increased rapidity of pulse and respiration. The 
whole disturbance settled down in a few hours, appe- 
tite returned and work was resumed next day. Prof. 
Hobday has also noted the great temporary rise which 
follows excitement or exertion. 

A contributor, this week, sends us a note of a case 
in which 108dgs. was reached, and raises the point— 
does this occur in “healthy” animals or must we 
accept the high temperature as an index of 


disease ? 


_ We know that such a temperature could not con- 
tinue long and the animal remain alive, so that in a 


Me sense the existence of a very high temperature con- 


stitutes disease. Suppose this horse to have returned 
to his appetite and to have resumed work without 
sign of distress, is there any reason to believe him. 
unsound or unhealthy because he has shown such an 
extreme rise of temperature? Or the question might 
be put another way, is a temporary rise of tempera- 
ture following exertion in hot weather indicative of any 
diseased organs in a horse ? 


Fieamine”’ Buwocks. 


We report on another page a case in which the 
R.S.P.C.A. failed to obtain a conviction for as wanton 
and ignorant a piece of barbarity as could be imag- 
ined. Nothing is more revolting than the infliction 
of unnecessary pain upon poor animals condemned to 
die for the food of man. When such a course is pur- 
sued systematically and defended by those who do it 
by statements based only in ignorance, it behoves all 
humane men to assist in putting an end to the 
practice. 

The bleeding of calves before slaughtering them 


was once a universal practice. The butchers excused 


themselves by asserting that the public liked their 
veal white, and their excuse had the merit of being 
true to the extent that the bleeding did effect the ob- 
Ject aimed at. Bleeding calves is now an obsolete 
practice, and we were quite unaware that bleeding 
oxen required for beef had ever existed. This prose- 
‘cution shows that in one small area of the kingdom 
there are a few men guilty of the practice, and that 


the magisterial bench contains gentlemen who recog- 
nise no cruelty in the proceeding. 

That so-called “ fleaming’’ is unnecessary is de- 
monstrated by the fact that only a little ring of men 
in an out-of-the-way district perpetrate the abuse. 
That it inflicts pain is so self evident that to argue 
the question would be an insult to our readers. 
“ Fleaming’”’ is the abstraction of blood from the 
jugular vein by means of a fleam. To take a quart 
or even two would have no effect upon the appearance 
or quality of the meat. ‘To bleed (as in this case and 
to produce the effect slaimed) till faintness was 
induced and the mouth was open, the tongue pendu- 
lous and the eye glassy, is an act which cannot be 
justified by any plea of necessity. 

As the magistrates dismissed the summons it is 
probable that the practice will be continued. We 
hope the Society will again prosecute and if necessary 
appeal to a higher court to stop the evil. 


Tur Summer Session. 


The report that had reached us was that the most 
conspicuous effects upon students of the summer 
session were weariness in class and thirstiness out of 
it. Last week we expressed surprise that the 
governors of the R.V.C. had found the change satis- 
factory or at any rate that they had not waited until 
after the examinations before approving their own 
work. A correspondent now writes crediting our 
note with anticipating ‘‘ a heavy percentage of rejec- 
tions in the Jnly examinations.’’ We did nothing of 
the sort. We only awaited some evidence, and are 
pleased to hear that the percentage of passes in the 
recent examinations is the best for ten years past. It 
must be acknowleged that this is evidence in favour 
of the summer session, but it is not proof of its value. 
One swallow does not make a summer and one exaini- 
nation is insufficient evidence to sustain the opinion 
of the governors. The teaching at Camden Town, 
quite independent of the summer session, has been 
steadily improving for some years, and it is not im- 
possible that the excellence of the teaching has had 
quite as much effect as the dragging out of the course 
into the months of June and July. The summer 
session may have only played the part of the chip in 
the porridge. Whether it has or not we congratulate 
the teachers upon their success and the governors 
upon their guess. 
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ABNORMAL (?) TEMPERATURES. 

The very remarkable nature of the phenomena ex- 
hibited in the case recorded below tempts me to hope 
that the account of it may prove as interesting to 
others as to your contributor, and that it may induce 
abler and more experienced observers than I to give us 
the benefit of their observations. 

Whilst attending another patient belonging to the 
same owner my attention was called to a seven-year- 
old bay mare, which had just returned from a 14 mile 
journey with a heavy load. The day was excessively 
hot and with little breeze, and the attendant noted 
that the mare did not attempt to take either food or 
water on reaching her stall—a most unusual circum- 
stance, so he said. Her condition he described by the 
terse, but inelegant term “ knocked.” 

A cursory examination satisfied me that her condi- 
tion was serious and that I must act promptly—to 
continue even for a modest period in the state I found 
her must inevitably prove fatal. 

Her respirations were practically uncountable, pro- 
bably over 100 per minute, panting and associated 
with some irregular spasm of the respiratory muscles, 
visible mucous membranes slightly injected, pulse 60 
per minute. Temperature 108 F. 

Here was evidence indisputable of exhaustion of 
some of the great medullary centres, particularly that 
regulating heat production, paralysis of the thermo- 
taxic centre, veritable thermo-taxi-plegia. 

I administered a large dose of quinine, and imme- 
diately thereafter a hypo-injection of liquor strychniz. 
In ten minutes a reduction in temperature to the ex- 
tent of 2dgs. F. had been effected. The respirations 
at end of half an hour were 60 per minute, pulse 50 
regular and soft. Temperature 103dgs. F. I re- 
peated drugs as before and prescribed a mixture con- 
taining quinine and nux vomica. 

Next morning she appeared perfectly well except 
that the rectal temperature stood at 98°6dg. F. On 


- second day as no other evidence of illness had been 


noted in the interval I sanctioned her being put to 
work, with the result that her temperature ran up to 
107dg. F. and her breathing became somewhat dis- 
tressed. Recourse was added to treatment adopted 
above and proved rapidly successful. The day was 
not quite so hot as on the occasion of my being asked 
to attend her in the first place and thus might, per- 
haps, influence the range of her temperature favoura- 
bly. 

Though she has frequently seemed distressed on re- 
turning from work I have not been afforded an oppor- 
tunity for making further notes. 

I note in a report of meeting of C.V.M.A. that 
Professor Hobday seems to suggest that under cer- 
tain conditions of working and atmosphere a healthy 
horse’s temperature may be raised several degrees, ag 
is also suggested by Mr. Willis in some notes publish- 
ed in The Veterinary Record some time ago. 

Tam inclined to think with Prof. Macqueen that 
I have yet to meet with the healthy horse whose tem- 
perature will reach such heights, although the atten- 
dant on the animal referred to in these notes assures 
me that temperatures almost as high are by no means 


by the systematic use of a clinical thermometer on 


many occasions since these notes were taken. 
SaInana. 


DISEASED URINARY ORGANS anp PROSTATE. 
with URETHRAL CALCULUS w a DOG. 
By W. Paver, M.R.C.V.S., Blackwater. 


The subject was a three-year-old fox terrier, 
chiefly used for stud purposes. He had been in my 
possession about three months. When running his 
gait often struck me, his hind limbs not being 
brought sufficiently under him. As he presented no 
difficulties in urination or in coitus I did not examine 
him in any way. 

On July 21st my man reported him not well. I 
found him looking very low spirited, standing with 
his back up and tail down. Drops of urine were 
trickling from the prepuce which was swollen. On 
manipulation I found the bladder distended, lying in 9 
the abdomen in front of the pubis. There was pain | 
on pressure, a little urine being voided at the same 
time. On examining him per rectum the prostate 
was ijound to be enlarged. I passed a carefully 
sterilised catheter, but had difficulty in introducing 
it further than the posterior end ofthe os penis, how- 
ever, With a little pressure it reached the bladder. 
When I withdrew the stilette there passed half an 
ounce of turbid and bloodstained urine, alkaline in 
reaction. On withdrawal of the catheter a small 
rough calculus (5 grains) escaped together with a 
little urine. I injected a lotion of belladonna, glycer- 
ine and water into the bladder. By pressing on the 
bladder urine was always voided so that I discon- 
tinued catherisation. I administered belladonna 
daily and also gave frequent enemas. He rapidly 
lost flesh though his appetite was good. The pros- 
tate was becoming larger daily and as he appeared 
to be in continuous pain I destroyed him on the 25th. I 

Post-mortem.—The urethral mucous membrane at I 
the farther end of the os penis was much contused 
and almost black in colour. Stricture was commenc: 
ing to take place, evidently this was the spot where 
tne calculus had stuck on entering the groove of the 
os. I removed the pelvic floor and exposed the en- Wy 
larged prostate, the size of a walnut. On squeezing 
it pus freely flowed down the urethra. The gland 
was difficult to incise, being very fibrous in texture. 
The interior on either side of the urethra was filled 7 
with liquid pus. The bladder was fully distended (a 
Pericystitis being present over the whole surface, the 
interior was filled by turbid urine with the entire 
mucous membrane floating in it, leaving the inner 9 
wall intensely inflamed. The ureters were normal, 
there being no difficulty in passing the catheter up 
them into the pelvis of the kidneys. These organs 
were normal in size but heavily congested, there was 
no trace of pus in either of them. I could find 0 7 
calculus either the prostate or bladder. 

In all probability he had an enlarged prostate for 
some considerable time previous to his illness. Hi 
peculiarity in gait may have been due to it, but if. 
it is curious that micturition should never have bee? i 


uncommon, as he has proved to his own satisfaction 


impeded. 
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Royal College ot 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 


Tue Examinations 1n Lonpon. 


The written examination in the various classes was 
held on Friday, July 10th, in London at the Exam- 
ination Hall of the Incorporated Law Society, Chan- 
ery Lane, W.C. The oral examinations at meetings 
of the Board of Examiners on and between July 21st 
and 25th at 10, Red Lion Square, and the Royal 
Veterinary College. The following students passed 
their final examination and were admitted Members 
.of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Mr. W. C. Prudames ‘Mr. H. B. Eve 


R. P. Thomas R. Gilby 

A. E. Payne P. 8S. Howard 
P. J. Hagmaier F. G. Liddle 
E. B. Bartlett A. Maynard 
J.S. Pike W. C. Stanley 


F. T. Trewin 


C. H. Spurgeon 
T. A. Verney 


J. H. Burnet 
F. T. Barton W. Wordley 
W. J. Browning C. E. Wells 
The following students passed their Third Examina- 
tion under the four years course. 


Mr. 8. T. Amos Mr. P. Lloyd 

F. Crowhurst A. Miller 
J. B. Collier A. Olver 
P. M. Evershed C. E. Perry 
H. Gillard W. G. Taylor 
F. Harber * J. F. Thurston 
A. J. Hines F. J. Walder 

* R. W. Hall * S$. B. Woollatt 
W. H. Hirst B. E. Wooster 

_G. H. Kitchen E. B. Wood 


The following students passed their Second Ex- 
amination. 


Mr. §. G. Chellew ‘Mr. C. M. Sharpe 
R. 8. Collihole * P. J. Simpson 
J. F. Jewell | + E. E. Batt 

* C. W. Abrams  D. Crole 
O. §. Fisher | * A. H. Corry 
H. Gamble D. Chalmers 
E. Peacey | W. Cranston 
t C. Radway +t T. Wolsey 
P. W. Smith * A. Whicher 
T. J. Symes * W. R. Williams 
* H. A. Woodruff 


The following students passed their First Exami- 
nation. 


Mr. H. G. Allen + Mr. G. Lockwood * 
* A. N. Brodie J. Lee 
* H. Burrell * J.C. Munby 
F. W. Cousens W. R. Neale 
* C. H. Coombe A. L. Purdy 
J. Cane C. E. Rix 
C. R. Copp - * C. Roberts 
T. Haigh D. H. Rail 
H. H. Jetfries * E. L. Siddall 
G. T. Jackson * J. M. Tate 
B. L. Lake * J. J. B. Tapley 
t W. Lawson +t G. H. Woodridge 


Marked thus * passed with second honours. 
» » +t 4 4 first honours. 
ArtHuR W. 
Secretary. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held at the Royal Hotel, Southampton, 
on June 25th, 1896, the President (Mr. J. T. King, of 
Bournemouth) occupied the chair, and there were also 
present Messrs. J. Simpson, president R.C.V.S. ; Car- 
ter, Guildford: J. Burden, Beaulieu; T. B. Goodall, 
Christchurch ; E. Whitley Baker, Wimborne ; and Chas. 
Pack, hon. sec. 

Letters of apology were read from Sir Henry Simpson, 
Professor Pritchard, Messrs. Barford, Tutt, Parr and 
others regretting their inability to attend. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and 
confirmed, the Hon. Sec. nominated Mr. Henry Hall, of 
Southampton, for election as a member of the Associa- 
tion. 

EXEMPTION FROM SERVING ON JURIES. 
The Hon. Sec. submitted the reply from the R.C.V.S. 
on this subject. The letter was as follows :-— 
“ Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
Jan. 30th, 1896. 
Dear Mr. Pack, 

I had the pleasure to place before the Council the par- 
ticulars contained in your letter to the President on the 
29th November last, and I am now directed to say that 
it would require an Act of Parliament to exempt mein- 
bers from serving on juries, and that the Board of Agri- 
culture have no power in the matter. The better way 
would be for members to appeal to the Parliamentary 
candidates.— Yours very faithfully, 

A. W. HILL, Secretary.” 


Mr. Pack said that on the receipt of that letter he 
wrote to the Council again, asking them to give the 
whole matter their attention and this was the reply he 
received. 

April 30th, 1896. 
Dear Mr. Pack, 

I had the pleasure to place your further letter before 
the Council with regard to the exemption of veterinary 
surgeons from serving on juries and the revision of the 
scales of fees, and I am directed to draw your attention 
previous letter on the subjeect.—Yours faith- 
ully, 

ArtHur W. His, Secretary. 


The CuarrMaNn asked if they could go any further in 
the matter. 

Mr. Stimpson thought they had better approach those 
gentlemen who Recent a joint circular on the subject and 
ask them to use their influence on the Council to obtain 
the requisite Act for the purpose. Before the election 
those gentlemen stated in very distinct terms what they 
would do. They should certainly be reminded of their 
promise. 

Mr. GoopALL was of a similar opinion and thought the 
matter ought to again be brought before the Council. 

Mr. Simpson said he would be in a different position 
after the 3rd July, and able to speak his mind on the 
subject. He pin not do so when it was last brought 
before the Council, although he invited members to do 
something in the matter. He desired to be neutral and 
consequently did not address the meeting, but after the 
3rd of July, if a letter were addressed to the secretary of 
the College, he would take the matter in hand. 

Mr. GoopaLt said the letter ought to be addressed to 
the secretary asking him to particularly draw the atten- 
tion of those who promised to support the matter at the 
last election. 
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Mr. Suwpson asked if it would not be as well to com- 
municate with other associations and endeavour to induce 
them to adopt a similar resolution. ; ; 

Mr. GoopaLt said they would never get it passed with- 
out they did. 

Mr. BAKER thought they should appeal to every indi- 
vidual member of the Council. They were all expected 
to look after the interests of the profession. They had 
heard a lot about the education question—he was in 
favour of it~-but the majority wanted to live as well as 
to be educated. He suggested that they write to every 
individual. 

Mr. Stmpson said they ought to secure eleven votes at 
once. 

The CuairMan: We shall then know whether they 
were sincere or not. 

Mr. Baker: Then out of thirty-one members we are 
assured of a good percentage. e should employe very 
legitimate means to obtain our request. 

Mr. CARTER said it was a nuisance to be summoned to 
serve on juries as they were. 

Mr. Baker said he had been twice called upon in nine 

ears. 
. The CHarrMAN thought they might possibly secure 
others than the eleven who were pledged to support the 
matter. 

It was eventually proposed by Mr. Goodall, seconded 
by Mr. Carter, and carried, “That this meeting requests 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to take steps to obtain the er of veterinary sur- 
geons from serving on juries, and also to take steps for 
the revision of fees when giving evidence in criminal 
cases, placing veterinary surgeons on a similar footing to 
solicitors and medical men.” Also “ That other associa- 
tions be asked to adopt a like resolution.” 

Mr. Srmpson said it was a question that affected every 
member of the profession and there should be no opposi- 
tion to it. It was not as though one man would benefit 
by the Act. Every man would benefit by it. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen,—-When you at our annual meeting confer- 
red upon me the great and unexpected honour of electing 
me President of this Association, I tried, inadequately I 
fear, to express my sense of that honour, and I feel bound 
to take this opportunity of again thanking you most 
sincerely. Believe me, gentlemen, I appreciate to the 
full the importance of the position to which you have 
heen pleased to elect me, and its responsibilities. I can- 
not help feeling, however, that the latter are such that I 
may be excused for doubting my power to carry them 
out so advantageously to the Association as 1 could de- 
sire, more particularly as my position compels me to re- 
call the manner in which the duties of the oftice have 
been discharged in the past by the eminent and able men 
who have preceded me, a recollection that inspires me with 
more fear that | shall fall short of the example they have 
put before me, than of hope that I may be able, as sue- 
cessfully as they, to discharge my duties. Feeling this 
T must ask you, gentlemen, charitably to be lenient with 
me if it should chance that at any time you should feel 
inclined to adverse criticism of my actions, and I ask you 
to believe ap all my — acts will be prompted by a 
very sincere desire not only to preserve intae ights 
of the oftice of president—of which lam all 
trustee for the sc Ags aap also to further by all 
means my power the welfare resti 
ciation. } and pr estige of the Asso- 

n bidding you a cordial welcome to- ‘ 
sensible of the advantages that accrue rel FP depo 
ings, at which we meet old friends and make new ¢ : 4 
They do much towar’s the promotion of those desirable, 
> 


beneficial results which are brought about by contact 


with each other, and they also do a great deal towards 
removing those misunderstandings which are in many 


cases due only to the want of knowing one another 


better. Suspicions are sometimes aroused between man 


and man which, on closer acquaintance, disappear like the: 


dew before the sun. 

Then as to professional etiquette. What can be more 
conducive to its due observance than these meetings 
where gentlemanly bearing, kindness and consideration. 
can be, and are, blended with profitable discussion. 


‘* He is a noble gentleman, withal 

Huppy in his endeavours ; the general voice 
Sounds him for courtesy, behaviour, language. 
And every fair demeanour an example ; 

Titles of honour add not to his worth, 

Who is himself an honour to his title.” 


I am afraid that in writing a presidential address,. 
there is necessarily much that is similar to the many 
that have been written before, and in the present in- 
stance [ am doubtful if I can introduce any matter that 
you will consider novel. 

In respect to professional policy there is much that is. 
of immense importance to the well being of the profes- 
sion, and deserves the serious consideration of every 
member amongst us who has its welfare at heart, and [ 
trust that during the forthcoming year this Association 
may be enabled to do something for the furtherance and 
settlement of those difficult points affecting the govern- 
ment of the profession by making its views known to 
members of the Council. I also hope that during the 
year we may have many papers introduced for delivery 
and discussion, which willalike be profitable, instructive, 
and interesting. (Hear, hear.) 

Since our last meeting all of you are aware that we 
have had removed from our midst, by death, a very much 
respected and valued member of the profession. I am 
sure every one who knew the late Mr. Barford will share 
with me feelings of the deepest regret at the loss we have 
sustained. We have lost indeed a most useful member 
of this Association. Some of our best meetings were 
held during the time he acted as president, and to the 
meetings he always imparted a high tone and character 
oy his own, and which were highly appreciated by 
all. 

Lam almost afraid to think how many years I knew 
the late Mr. Barford. I suppose more than 30 years, so 
I am sure you will allow me to propose, that a letter of 
sympathy and condolence, be sent from this Association 
to the members of our lamented friend’s family. At the 
Council meetings he was always a staunch friend and 
ornament to the profession ; of this Association he was 2 
most valued member, and to the Magisterial Bench and 
the Town and Corporation of Southampton he will, I am 
sure, be a great loss. 

I have no doubt you will expect me to touch upon one 
most important subject, and one that has for a long time 
past engaged the attention of every member of the 
profession. I mean the scholastic education of our stu- 
dents. | suppose there never was a project which has 
been so much discussed, and I am perfectly confident the 
opinion of the profession is strongly in favour of main- 
taining the educational requirements to the limits of the 
medical profession. By such means only can the social 
position of our profession be maintained and improv 
and the admission of men ensured, who will comman 
the respect and confidence of the public. 

I believe that the adoption of a higher educational 
standard will tend more to the improvement and ad- 
vancement of the profession than any one other thing 
that can be brought forward. To march with the times 
must be one of our watchwords. 

That there have been great strides made during the 
last few years, was forcibly expressed by many eminent 
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and distinguished gentlemen at the late annual dinner in 
London, but there remains much to be done. It was re- 
freshing to hear the high opinion expressed by the 
various speakers of the art and science of veterinary sur- 
gery. The elevation of the profession will be brought 
about if we keep the standard of education up to the 
mark. Howcan scientific research be expected to be suc- 
cessfully carried out? Unless the profession as a whole 
take such steps as may be necessary to ensure, that every 
member shall at least be fitted (so far as his preliminary 
classical and scientific attainments are concerned) to 
carry on such research with a maximum probability of 
obtaining good results, and the capability of giving the 
benefit of those results to the public in an intelligible 
form. 

By these means the public will learn to appreciate our 
etiorts in the treatment of the animals confided to our 
care, our social position will be much improved, and a 

arantee given that our high and noble duties are faith- 

ully and zealously carried out. That we all have a duty 
to perform there cannot be a doubt. (Applause.) 

he two branches of the healing art should go hand 
in hand, but this cannot be if the education standard is 
lowered or even allowed to stand still. Improvements 
must still improve, and every effort be made to elevate 
the veterinary to the same level as the medical pro- 
fession. 

As regards the practical knowledge of our students, I 
believe much caulk be done in the way of improvement 
by compulsory pupilage before the grant of the diploma. 
‘That ra are strong reasons for complaining of the 
want of practical knowledge displayed by students is 
admitted by all, and all efforts made to remedy this 
state of things should receive the fullest support. 

The thanks of the profession should be given most 
heartily to the President of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons for the great success that has attended 
his efforts in obtaining the restoration of the name 
“Veterinary Department” at the Board of Agriculture. 

The President of the Royal College is also much to be 
congratulated on his tact and perseverance in producing 
such a desirable change in the management of the duties 
connected with the Board, but although these results 
have been attained, we should by no means rest satisfied, 
for much yet remains to be done to bring about that pro- 
per State recognition which is so long in coming. We 
should all keep the subject before our parliamentary 
members, and like “ Oliver Twist” keep asking for 
“more.” 

There is another subject of vast importance to all of 
us, and that is the operations of the Registration Com- 
mittee. The labours of this committee are very great, 
and it seems, according to the annnal report, that they 
have done a deal of good work. Then { submit that 
advertising and covering should be put down. I look 
upon the former in professional life as most_ improper. 
If we are to take as high a social position as the medical 
and other professions, advertising is a course of proceed- 
ing we must set our face against. I think that the com- 
ei against advertising and covering can safely be 

eft in the hands of the committee in the future as in the 
past, and that they must be relied upon to carry out their 
‘duties for the benefit of and to the satisfaction of the 
profession. 

The question of the exemption of members of the Col- 
lege serving on juries has already been before you. 

In concluding this very imperfect address, which I 

ear may have wearied you, allow me to thank you sin- 

cerely for the kind attention you have given me, an 
whilst acknowledging your consideration I ask your help 
In assisting me to carry out the presidential duties of the 
year. (Applause.) 

I cannot do better than close with the concluding 
words of one of Professor Brown's inaugural addresses 


. to the students of the Royal Veterinary College :—“ To 


| 


those aspirants to veterinary honours who are about to 
enter into the ranks I now address myself. You will 
not only find work to do, but profoundest subjects for 
thought. You begin, indeed, by the introduction to the 
mysteries of life and death. You are introduced at once 
to the world of living animals and plants and you en- 
quire, because you cannot help it, into the origin of life. 
You see its manifestation in the most elementary form 
under the microscope—-the simplicity of organism asso- 
ciated with wonderful "mem seo of function, power of 
reparation, which often far exceeds that ens, to the 
more complex beings ; you see also the negative of life, or 
death. e ancients, as you know, held the view that 
life was an entity, something added to matter. The 
modern scientist looks upon that theory as an insult to 
his intellect and repels it. In his view “life is not an 
entity.” In place of the vital principle of Aristotle as a 
cause of life, it is now affirmed by our modern scientists 
that it is the outcome of the correspondence of the 
organism with its environments, and if there were no 
changes in the environments, but such as the organism 
had corresponding and adaptive changes to meet, there 
would be eternal correspondence and eternal life.— 
(A 

t is may be true, but it does not seem to add very 
much to our knowledge of the subject. It seems to come 
to very much the same thing whether we adopt the vital 
principal of Aristotle or the correspondence with the 
environment. But whether life is the cause or effect of 
organisations, you will find it difficult to free your minds 
from the idea that it is something. An animal has life, 
and you can destroy that life, and cannot bring it back. 
You investigate the minute textures of the organism by 
the aid of your own vision and by optical intruments, 
and you ot sate with your studies, adding day by day 
new facts to your experience ; you do your best to aid 
the progress of the veterinary profession, of which you 
hope nam, wenatnad worthy members. I began this address 
by taking you forty years back. Now let me for a moment 
go forty years on, to the time when someone shall stand 
here in my place and talk to you of this day or this 

riod, as I have been talking to you of a period some 

orty years behind us. The speaker in the future may 
then be able to refer to the advance which has been made 
during the forty years of his past, incomparably greater 
than the advance to which have referred the forty 
years of my past. He may , oy to a profession stand- 
ing erect, firm, and proud of its motto, “Vis unita 
fortior.” a band of honest, hearty, working men, strong 
because united, ready to fulfil their daily duties, actuated 
as one man by the common object of the advancement of 
veterinary science. (Applause). 

Mr. Srmpson proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. King 
for his interesting address. Mr. Baker seconded and it 
was unanimously carried. 

Mr. Kine briefly returned thanks and formally moved 
a vote of condolence with the family of the late Mr. 
Barford. J.P. The motion was carried in silence. 


DENTITION AND DENTISTRY. 
By T. B. F.R.C.V.S., Christchurch. 


Mr. GoopALL commenced for making an apology tor 
coming there without any notes, but said that he had 
really had no time to prepare anything in the shape of a 
paper. The President had appealed to him only about a 
week before, and rather than disappoint him, and bring 


d | the members together without any subject for discussion 


he hoped that a simple demonstration from prepared 
specimens might for once take the place of a formal 


paper. 

Before commencing he made a touching reference to 
the death of Mr. Barford, to whose support the Associa- 
tion owed so much. 
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Mr. Goodall then explained what is known by natural- 
ists as the “dental formula.” The different “series” of 
teeth, and how necessary it was that we should keep our 
literature abreast with that of modern naturalists. 

As an illustration he pointed out that the tooth of the 
horse that naturalists speak of as the first molar, we call 
the fourth, and this leads to some confusion. He men- 
tioned that the jist pre-molar or wolf's tooth, is a per- 
fectly natural tooth and is always present in young heads, 
very often in the lower jaw as well as the upper, and he 
showed a lower jaw with this tooth. 

He then went on to demonstrate the mode of growth 
of the maxillary bones, the manner of the formation of 
the alveolus, tooth sac, what the “gubernaculum” was, 
and how the dentine, enamel, and crusta were formed. 
Then he explained which was really the “crown” and 
which the “roots” of a tooth ; how the “crown” only 
was formed inthe sac, and the “roots” outside it. He 
showed specimens then of short-crowned or brachydont 
teeth, long-crowned or hypsodont teeth, and permanent 
pulp teeth. He undead how for some time the horse’s 
molars were somewhat of the character of permanent 
pulp teeth, for they continue to grow and lengthen some 
time after eruption, which was of importance for us to 
bear in mind, particularly with regard to the fourth 
upper permanent pre-molar, for this sometimes impinged 
on the antrum, and he had known it to cause ozcena. 

Then with specimens of heads at eight years, fifteen 
years, and thirty years of age, he showed how the molars 
were at their full length at the former age, and then 
gradually lessened in length as age advanced until at 
thirty there were only short stumps left. 

Then he mentioned a few common causes of “tooth 
troubles” and gave prominence to those troubles caused 
by the rh we. vl of deciduous teeth at from 2 years 
to 34 years old, and he showed a set of simple instru- 
ments he had had made for his own use for these par- 
ticular cases, and which he had found to answer the 
purpose better than the more elaborately made ones, 
with the advantage of being of very little cost. 

He showed a head that had had quantities of forei, 
matters between the teeth extending down into the 
alveoli. 

He mentioned old age troubles, and a case of spongy 
gums, in which—a forest pony eleven years old— 
every tooth in the head was loose. 

_Mr. Goodall then invited discussion, and again apolo- 
gised for the rough manner in which he had brought the 
subject to their notice. 


The Prestpenr said he thought that instead of apolo- 
gising to them for what he said was a rough and ready 
way they were under deep obligations to Mr. Goodall for 
his lecture. Of course the subject of horse dentistry was 
of great consequence to them, and he thought that they 
should follow the example of their friend and make 
themselves more cognisant with the growth of the teeth 
of animals which came to them. It was a matter that 
required a great deal of thought and study. The speci- 
mens they had seen were most interesting, and they had 
all followed Mr. Goodall’s remarks with great instruction 
and profit. He again thanked Mr. Goodall on their 
behalf for coming before them, as he said in sucha rough 
and ready way, but he (the Chairman) thought most com- 
clever manner. 

After replying to one or two questions 7 

— the meeting for his — 

le PRESIDENT moved that the next meeti 

September, and this was secon Si 
agreed to unanimously. 


The members afterwards dined together. 


ROYAL COUNTIES V.M.A. 
A CoRRECTION. 


Sir,—Will you allow me space to correct an error ir 
the report of my remarks on Mr. Wm. Hunting’s paper 
on “Throat Affections. of the Horse” read at Aylesbury. 


The condition I alluded to was tympanites of the gutteral 
pouches not “inflammation” as reported.—Faithfully 


yours, 
The Vineyard, Abingdon. 


Gro. Epw. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


RS.P.C.A. versus A M.R.C.V.S. 
“CruELTY” CASE AT KINGSTON. 


At the County Bench on Thursday, July 16th, the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
appeared as prosecutors of a well-known veterinary sur- 
geon in this town, going the length of charging him with 
aiding and ory man in cruelty to a horse. It isan 
open secret that Mr. J. W. Edwards, M.R.C.V.S., the 
—— referred to, and the local officers of the Society 
o not work together, as the saying goes ; and very fre- 
uently his opinions differ widely from theirs, and from 

: — the experts they call in support of cases taken up 
y them. 

The proceedings on Thursday arose out of action taken 
against Mr. Adamson, contractor, of Kingston, for caus- 
ing a horse to be worked when in an unfit state ; the 
driver was summoned for so working the animal ; and 
Mr. Edwards was charged with “aiding and abetting.” 
The hearing occupied over three hours, and a great many 
persons were attracted to the court. 

Mr. Colam, barrister, prosecuted on behalf of the 
R.S.P.C.A.; Mr. Adamson had no legal aid; and Mr. 
Scarlett, barrister, instructed by Mr. Sherrard, appeared 
for Mr. Edwards. 

Mr. Colam stated that on June 9 Richard Knight, em- 
ployed by Adamson, was seen at Surbiton with a horse 
which was quite unfit for work, and suffered greatly by 
being sent out, as he should prove by witnesses. He 
then went on to complain of the conduct of Mr. Edwards 
in persistently advising Adamson that he might work 
the animal, in spite of repeated warnings from the 
society's officers, and of the fact that he had been fined 
at Richmond on account of the same. The only shadow 
for possible justification on Mr. Edwards’ part seemed to 
be that he had advised Mr. Adamson to purchase the 
animal in the first instance. 

_ Jesse Winfield, an inspector of the society, proved see- 
ing Knight with the horse, and said that when his atten- 
tion was drawn to the state of the animal he replied that 
he was glad to have been stopped ; he knew the horse 
was lame and was tired of driving it, but it was no use 
speaking to his master. Witness then deposed that 
there was a large bony deposit on the horse’s kneecap, 
with or heat, and the slightest touch caused the 
animal to flinch. Two days later he saw Adamson, whe 
admitted the lameness but said he worked it by the ad- 
vice of Mr. Edwards. He refused to have it examin 

by an independent veterinary surgeon. The horse was 
examined by Mr. Welsby on the 10th, by Mr. Shade on 
the 12th, by Mr. Abbott on the 15th, and by Professor 
Pritchard on the 16th June. In cross-examination by 
Mr. Adamson witness positively denied ever saying tha 

his society was determined to oust Mr. Edwards, or that 
sodas animal was slaughtered the society would not pr 


‘ea 


i | 
ir 
| si 
hi 
if 
| h 
{ b 
| ad 
tl 
of 
| te 
cl 

| 
ne 
| of 
di 
ai 
Re 
th 
fe 
al 
| in 
wi 


=o 


ww 


August 1, 18g6 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 59 


Another officer of the society, Harper by name, said he 
had been sent down by the chief officer to make en- 
quiries into the case, and detailed a long conversation 
with Mr. Edwards. He had examined the mare and 
concurred with what the previous witness had said. Re- 
plying to Mr. Scarlett, Harper admitted that he had no 
veterinary qualification. 

Inspector Wintield was then recalled for cross-exam- 
ination by Mr. Scarlett, and he also admitted that he 
had no veterinary qualification. Other questions were 
put to the witness to show that the society, through its 
officer, displayed animus against Mr. Edwards on account 
of some previous differenceof opinion ; but the Chairman 
pointed out that the witness id not employ whatever 
veterinary surgeon he liked, and the point was not 


pressed. 
Mr. Welsby, M.R.C.V.S., of Fife Road, Kingston, de- 
posed that when he examined the horse on June 10 it 
groaned when the knee was touched. The lameness was 
undoubtedly of old standing, and there was such great 
heat and inflammation about the part affected that it 
would have been undoubtedly cruelty to work the horse 
on the date complained of. 
Mr. Shade, of Greenwich, Mr. Abbott, of East Mole- 
sey, Mr. Hutton, of Richmond, and Professor Pritchard, 
who severally examined the animal between the 12th and 
16th of June, gave evidence to the effect that the animal 
was unfit for work, and that the lameness was of con- 
siderable standing. 
Mr. Adamson, in his defence, contended that if any 
cruelty had been perpetrated it was entirely unpremedi- 
tated. He had the best authority he could get on the 
blemished limb, and the opinion of Mr. Edwards was 
confirmed by Professor Axe. He bought the animal from 
the London and 8.W.R. Co., because he knew their 
animals were not ill-used. He complained of the society 
waiting 29 days before taking proceedings, and thought 
it unfair that the society’s ofticers should have been run- 
ning about and peeping through holes, as they had done, 
in their endeavours to see the animal. 
Mr. Edwards gave evidence in corroboration of Adam- 
son’s statement, but admitted he had not seen the horse 
since May 14. It was sold by the railway company for 
having kicked a boy. 
Richard Knight, the carman, totally denied using the 
words attributed to him by Inspector Winfield. The 
horse was not lame enough to speak about, and he had 
been told, if he was stopped, to say he was working it by 
direction of Mr. Edwards. 
Joseph Phelps, who was with Knight at the time he 
was stopped, said that the last witness never said any- 
thing about being glad he was stopped ; and Mr. Batters, 
of Oil Mill Lane, said he had never seen the horse in 
ain, and he worked it about fourteen days for drawing 
ay since the date of the summons June 9th. He was 

= buy it for £5, but when this matter cropped up he de- 
ined. 

The Chairman intimated that the magistrates would 
not trouble Mr. Scarlett to make any defence on behalf 
of Mr. Edwards. The summons against him would be 
dismissed, as it could not possibly be contended that he 
aided and abetted in the cruelty, not having seen the 


animal since May 14. 


Mr. Scarlett asked for some expression of opinion re- 
garding Mr. Edwards’ position, but the Chairman said 
t as there was a difference of opinion between pro- 
fessional gentlemen they were not inclined to give 


any. 

3 The decision of the court as to Adamson was, that hav- 

ing been previously convicted for the same animal, he 

would now have to pay a penalty of £5, including costs. 
night was fined 10s.—Kingston and Surbiton News. 


WARRANTY OF A STUD DOG. 


In the nisi prius division at Leicester Castle, be- 
fore Mr. Justice Grantham, Charles M’Neil, of 
Carlton Curlieu Hall, Leicestershire, claimed 
damages of Sam _ Hill, dog breeder, Sheftield, 
for breach of warranty in respect of the sale of 
a stud dog, in which it was alleged there was an im- 
plied warranty that the dog was reasonably capable for 
the purpose for which it was bought.—The defence was 
that there was no such warranty in the terms of the sale, 
that the dog was capable of stud purposes and that no. 
damage had been sustained.— Mr. Toller appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Mr. Hextall was for the defendant.—The 
jury was dispensed with. 

Mr. Toller said his client was interested in dogs, and 
possessed a number of bitches, and for more economical 
purposes of breeding decided to buy a stud dog. He met 
defendant at a dog show at Derby on November 4th last, 
and negotiations opened for the sale of the dog in ques- 
tion. Defendant had a dog named Meresbrook Bristles 
which had two sons, Meresbrook Ben and Meresbrook 
Magpie, and as a result of the correspondence it was 
agreed that the dog should be bought for £80, made up 
of a cheque for £50 anda puppy. He (Mr. Toller) had 
no doubt that the dog had been injured in some way, for 
after plaintiff had received it, he found that it was 
absolutely unfit for stud purposes, and the plaintiff had 
had to return money to those people who had bought the 
use of the dog. It was certainly the fault of the dog. 
Having produced correspondence, he called plaintiff, who 
stated that denfendant had advertised Meresbrook Mag- 
pie as a stud dog. As he was desirous of obtaining a 
stud dog, he mentioned the matter to defendant, and 
wanted to buy a dog named Meresbrook Ben from him. 
Defendant would not, however, sell this dog, but offered 
him Meresbrook Magpie for £100. He did not think the 
dog was worth this amount, and ultimately he telegraphed 
to defendant, stating that he would buy the dog, if souud, 
for £50 and a puppy, which was the last offer made by 
defendant. Witness advertised the dog for stud purposes, 
but he soon found it was not able to carry out the pur- 
pose, so he withdrew it from the list. He, however, 
received a note from defendant stating that the dog was 
quite fit for stud purposes or he would not have sold it. 

e was present at the service of 16 bitches by this dog 
and not one of them whelped, though in each instance 
the service was a good one. Whilst the dog was with 
him he was not injured in any way whatever. The dog 
had won several first-class prizes, but could not win 
prizes — in the future, as it was now in the “open ” 
class.—The dog was here brought into court, and his 
Lordship asked questions in reference to animal’s good 
points.—By Mr. Hextall: I knew that the dog had won 
several prizes, but I did not know how many. I had a 
copy of the prizes the dog had won after I received the 
| dog. I am not a dealer in dogs.—By the Judge: I sell 

sometimes when one gets overstocked, but I do keep dogs 
for showing.—By Mr. Hextall: | did not know defend- 
ant was an amateur. I keep dogs for amusement. I 
may have made profit out of them. I don’t remember 
speaking to defendant in the summer of 1895 about bring- 
ing the dog. I saw a litter of pups by Magpie. JI may 
have expressed my admiration of them. The pups 
belonged to Mr. Ripley. The dog in question was handed 
to me at Leicester. I bought him for stud puposes. 
Between the 14th December, when the dog reached me, 
and the 2nd March, I had no complaints except my own. 
| wrote to him when my own bitch missed. I saw Mr. 
Chatwyn at the Derby show in 1896, In the ring the 
animal went the same as it always did. I did not say to 
Mr. Chatwyn that the dog was lame, and that I had not 
_ noticed it before. It was not suggested to me that the 


| dog had been used too much. The dog had not been 
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underground, and I have never known of an instance 
where a dog has been injured by working underground. 
[ heard of nothing happening to the dog at the Derby 
show in January of this year. When the dog reached 
my hands after the show | did not find it had been 
injured. It had lost a front tooth some time before. 

issued the card produced. I raised prices from £2 2s. 
to £3 3s. about the end of January, 1896. I did not 
know that this dog had had an uninterrupted success as a 
show-dog until beaten by Go Bang.—Witness was then 
re-examined by Mr. Toller as to complaints he had had 
from owners of dogs. 

Harry Cole, a lad in the service of plaintiff, gave evi- 
dence as to the manner in which the dog was fed. He 
had had charge of the dog ever since plaintiff had had it, 
and during that time it ‘had never been put to ground 
work. He spoke as to the various services at which the 
dog had failed completely.—Cross-examined : This was 
his first place where he had had experience of stud dogs. 
He was 17 years of age. 

Mr. Hextall admitted Mr. Toller’s statement in refer- 
ence to the failure of the dog’s service to about 16 
bitches. 

Evidence was given to the effect that the fact of a dog 
not being able to propagate its species was almost un- 
known. 

Mr. Hextall, in addressing the Court on behalf of 
defendant, said that defendant denied warranting the 
dog as alleged, or at all. There was no implied warranty 
or condition. If it had been brought to the notice of the 
defendant on the pleadings that he was charged with an 
express warranty in the telegram of the 14th December, 
in all probability he would have been provided with the 
evidence of veterinary surgeons and specialists to show 
what their reading of the word sownd would be in refer- 
ence tothe facts of the present case. There was nothing 
in the pleadings which Seah to their notice that that 
telegram containing the word sound was intended to be 
relied upon.—-Mr. Toller said he must ask his lordship to 
amend the pleadings at once in a technicality of that 
sort.—After a discussion it was decided that the warranty 
in the telegram was open to Mr. Toller.—Mr. Hextall 
proceeded to submit that there was no evidence that 

plaintiff relied upon defendant's judgment in this case, 
which had a great deal to do with the matter of the im- 
oe warranty. Up to the time the dog left defendant’s 
1ands he had not the remotest idea that the animal had 
deteriorated in any way. The dog, which was born in 
May, 1894, had had the greatest possible care taken of 
it, and, considering the services it had had before as com- 
pes with the number it had after it left defendant’s 
ands, perhaps it was not too much to ask his lordship 
to say that some consideration should be given to the 
statement that the animal was overworked after it be- 
came the property of the plaintiff. If it was found that 
plaintiff bought the dog with no doubt in his own mind 
that it was a stud dog, he bought it after seeing it, and 
if he made a bad bargain through no fault of the defend- 
ant by the dog deteriorating constit tionally, though 
plaintiff might have suffered a loss it should not be 
visited on the shoulders of the defendant in this case 
He submitted that there was no warranty expressed or 
implied in point of law, or if there had been any warrant 
then there had been no breach of it, as he should rd 
the in good health. 
Samuel Hill, horn cutter and pre S 
said he kept dogs as a hobby. The do 
g, Magpie, had been 
very successful in his hands as a prize winner, and h 
had won in this way a sum of about £200, The first 
time he was used was a few days before he was 12 eniie 
old. The stud book produced was his property The 
dog, Magpie, was used altogether about 12 times. whil 
he was in his hands, seven of which were entered j hie 
stud was not kept regularly. The had 
had skin disease, but it was soon cured. The evidence 


given by plaintiff of the negotiations between them was 
true. Magpie got beaten at Manchester, and that first 
decided hini to get rid of the dog. On the 12th Decem- 
ber, 1895, the dog was used with success in his own stud. 
In September, 1895, defendant saw some puppies of 
Magpie’s. Having spoken as to the conclusion of the 
negotiation for the purchase of the dog, he said that at 
the beginning of this year plaintiff said he had a boy to 
rub the dog’s shoulder. Witness then asked him if he 
would sell the dog fora profit of £50, but plaintiff refused. 
He said further that he had been working the dog twice 
a week. He also said that the dog was “ game,” and 
that he had been working him underground for foxes. 
He said he liked the dog very well and would not sell 
him. Plaintiff also said ne omg about entering the 
dog for the underground stakes. He considered that to 
work the dog as plaintiff had done was disgraceful, and 
he thought that if it were kept quiet it would still be 
capable of getting stock.—By Mr. Toller: I am quite 
sure the dog will get allright again. I did not offer totake 
it back, because I had plenty of dogs. In the Kennel Club 
I have registered many dogs by Bristles, but none that 
1 know of as sired by Magpie, because they were small. 

George Porter gave evidence as to the dog’s services, 
and stated that in interviews he had with plaintiff after 
he had bought the-dog, plaintiff said he lked the dog 
very well. Witness also spoke as to the injury the dog 
received at a show, and also that at the Leicester show 
plaintiff told him that the dog was very game, that he 
was putting him at underground work for foxes, and 
that he had hopes of winning Lord Lonsdale’s prize.— 
By his Lordship: He was an electrician out of employ- 
ment, and did defendant’s correspondenee for him, 
whilst he also showed defendant’s dogs. 

Mr. Monson, surveyor to the Wellington Urban District 
Council, Shropshire, deposed that a bitch of his had 
been successfully served by Magpie. Another time a 
bitch was sent to Magpie she missed, and a third service 
was also fruitful. e had owned the dog Belmont 
Ranger, and there were misses for about twelve months, 
since which he had served several other bitches. 

Edwad Ripley, stone carver, Sheftield: Mr. Carrell 
surveyor, near Birmingham; Mr. C. A Davison, 0 
Sheffield ; and Mr. J. Chatwyn, of Sheffield; all gave 
evidence as to the ability of the dog “ Magpie” to pro- 
pagate species. 

Mr. Toller rose to address the Court, but his Lordship 
said he need not trouble him. The case was one of con- 
siderable importance. It had not been discussed on the 
proper basis, and in his verdict he would be guided by 
the authorities as well as by his judgment of the law on 
these cases. He had no doubt that the animal was sold 
for the purposes of a stud dog. The case seemed to come 
with the implication that the dog was fit for these pur- 
poses. But after the evidence that had come before him 
it was apparent that the dog could not carry out the 
purposes for which it was sold, and therefore it was an 
instance of unsoundness. Whether the dog would be 
able to carry out stud purposes within a year or so WO 
not matter, for the plaintiff had purchased it for imme- 
diate use. To his mind there was an expressed warranty 
and implied warranty that the dog was sound, and there- 
fore under those circumstances plaintiff was entitled to 
damages. He should give judgment for the plaintiff for 
the amount he paid for the dog, less £15 which it was 
alleged the dog —_ be worth, plus the expenses pal 
for advertising for the purpose for which it was bought, 
verdict for plaintiff for £87 15s.— Loughborough 
Monitor and News. : 
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THE “FLEAMING” OF BULLOCKS. 


[Is THE OPERATION CRUELTY 


At the Penzance Borough Police Court this morning, 
before the Mayor (Alderman Bezeley) and Alderman 
Julyan, Samuel Edwards and Thomas Rodda, butchers 
of Penzance, were summoned at the instance of the 
R.S.P.C.A., for cruelly ill-treating a bullock at Penzance 
on May 20th.—Mr. Bodilly was for the prosecution, 
and Mr. J. V. Thomas defended.—-There was a large 
attendance in court, the case exciting a good deal of 
local interest. 

Mr. Thomas said that although he could not legally 
admit an offence in a criminal case, he wished, for the 
sake of shortening the case, to say that the defendants 
admitted the feaming of the bullock, but contended that 
it was legal. 

Mr. Bodiliy, in opening the case, said it was alleged by 
the prosecution that the defendants unlawfully and 
cruelly abused and tortured a bull, and, although obliged 
to his learned friend for his admission, it would be neces- 
sary for him to shortly prove that they had done that 
which would bring them under the Act. In the case now 
before their worships it was contended that the bull was 
fleamed to enable the defendants to get a better price 
for the meat. When it was necessary to inflict adie it 
was legal, but if he proved in the present case that the 
fleaming was unnecessary he should contend that the 
defendants had brought themselves within the purview 
of the Act and he would ask for the imposition of a 
penalty. The practice was purely local. Referring more 
particularly to the action of fleaming, he said he took it 
ed a course to pursue in killing animals for human 
food was to kill them as speedily and quicklv as possible. 
Anything outside that he should contend was unneces- 
sary cruelty and therefore illegal, and brought the defend- 
ants within the limits of the Statute. He should prove 
that in the present case the butchers did not kill th- oull 
with expedition, but allowed it to remain in a_pitiable 
condition for some time. The proper way to kill a beast 
was to pole-axe it for the purpose of producing insensi- 
ren | and then cut its throat to allow it to bleed to 
death. In the present case the men tied the beast in the 
slaughter house, made an incision in its jugular vein with 
a specially made instrument to allow it to bleed to death. 
The defendants allowed the bullock to remain in that 
condition for hours. 


that the wound had been washed. Probably about half 
the blood in the animal’s body had been taken from it. 
He had never seen the operation performed ; it was not 
done in any other place where he had been. The incision 
in the vein would not cause much pain, and there was 
not much in the bleeding itself, the pain would result 
from exhaustion caused by the taking away of a large 
amount of blood.—Mr. Thomas: Then if there was no 
exhaustion you say there would be no cruelty !—-Witness : 
I would not go so far as that. I say the whole operation 
is unnecessary.—-If I say that only two quarts of blood 
were taken away would you say that statement was 
wrong /—Yes, I am sure seven or eight quarts of blood 
had come away.—In the position where this animal was 
would you think that in ten minutes seven or eight quarts 
of blood would come away ?—It might.—In nth to 
further questions, witness said he did not think the con- 
dition of the bull was caused by its fear of being killed, 


lor by its having been without food and drink for some 


time. 

Mr. John Simpson, marine store dealer, said he was 
asked by the Inspector to go to the slaughter. house in 
Bread Street. He got there between 9.30 and ten. In- 
spector Gent asked him what had been done to the bull 
which was there, and he said it had been fleamed. There 
was a good deal of blood about the animal, which was 
lying down, but he could not say whether it was weak or 
not. He had seen the operation of fleaming performed 


| hundreds of times.-—Mr. Bodilly : Do you consider it 
cruel /—Witness: I don’t know ; it would be cruel if it 


went in my neck, I expect. (Laughter).—Cross-examined : 
He could not say whether the operation caused the 
animals great pain ; it certainly weakened them down, 
and they were no doubt then quieter to be poleaxed. He 


| saw the tongue of the animal protruding as described by 


Mr. Gent. e had seen the tongues of other cattle 
truding—after walking a journey. The eyes of the bull 
had a glassy appearance.—The Mayor: Have you ever 
seen fleaming done in order to facilitate killing.—Wit- 
ness: No, I have heard them say it is done to improve 
the meat. 

Thomas Olver, a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, practising at Truro, said he had 
had 35 years’ experience and was veterinary surgeon to 
the Royal Cornwall Agricultural Society, and to the 
County Council. He had never heard of the operation 
of fleaming being performed at Truro. The effect of 
the flow of blood from the jugular vein would be to pro- 
duce faintness and ultimately death. To allow an animal 


Inspector George Freeman Gent, of the R.S.P.C.A., 
said on Wednesday, May 20th, at 9 30, he visited a! 
slaughter house in Bread Street. He found a red bull | 
lying down there in a pool of blood. The jugular vein | 
had been opened ; there was a wound in the neck an inch | 
long. He should say about seven or eight quarts of 
blood had been taken from the animal. The wound was 
not then bleeding. There was a glassy appearance about 
the bull’s eyes, his breathing was laboured, his tongue 
was “hanging anyhow,” and he presented altogether an 
appearance suggesting that he was suffering from extreme 
nervous debility. When the defendants came in he 
asked Edwards if the bull was his, and he said, “Yes, 
Rodda and I are joint owners.” In reply to further ques- 
tions Edwards said he had fleamed the bull, and that he 
borrowed the fleani from Basset. He added that he had 
fleamed the bull before he went to breakfast at eight. 
The defendants came back just before ten. He asked 
Edwards and Rodda why they did it, and they both | 


said that it made the meat hang better and keep better. 
Rodda added that bleeding animals made it possible to 
t the blood’ out of their veins better. Witness said to 
wards “ You know that a few weeks ago you asked me 
whether fleaming was legal, and my answer was that it 
Was unnecessary and that it was decidedly cruelty. | 
Cross-examined by Mr. Thomas: He did not notice ' 


to continue for any length of time in that state would be 
cruel. He held that the operation of fleaming, previous 
to slaughter, was cruel because unnecessary.—Mr. Bod- 
illy : Is the operation at all necessary for the purpose 
they think it is ’—Witness : I think not.—Does it in any 
way improve the meat’ I don’t think it’s necessary.— 
Would it deteriorate the meat !—I think if the animal 
lived any length of time it would deteriorate the meat, 
as all the watery fluids would pour into the veins to 
supply the place of the blood.—In reply to further ques- 
tions witness said in his opinion to me the animal to 
bleed for the time spoken to by the witnesses would be 
cruelty. The incision of the jugular vein would not in 
itself be cruelty.—-Cross-examined : If the animal was 
only bled slightly there would be no cruelty. If it was 
established that only two or three quarts of blood were 
taken away he did not think that would be cruel. Pro- 
trusion of the tongue might be caused by any kind of 
exhaustion or by undue excitement. A bullock confined 
in a slaughter house might be considerably excited. 
Excitement would not cause the glassy appearance of the 
eyes, and he should think nothing but Tesdier would 
cause it. If the animal had been confined in a house 
some time and had been walked ten miles that would 
cause exhaustion. 

Re examined. He did not think the appearances 
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discovered by Inspector Gent would be produced by 
taking away two or three quarts of blood. The proper 
way to kill bullocks was to poleaxe or “pith” them, the 
effect of which would be to produce insensibility to pain 
at once. 
Edward Richard Smythe, a veterinary surgeon practis- 
ing at Falmouth, said he regarded fleaming as an unneces- 
sary operation, and therefore cruel. The proper way to 
kill animals was to “pith” or poleaxe them. The proper 
time to bleed animals was after they had been reduced 
to a state of insensibility and the effect on the meat 
would be just the same. Fleaming so far as he could 
find out was not done in Falmouth. It might make the 
meat keep better but would deteriorate the quality by 
draining away the fluids from the tissue.—Cross-ex- 
amined ; The only way of getting the blood out of the 
veins after death would be by employing mechanical 
means. Putting a pin through the skin of a bullock 
would cause pain. He had heard of the Jewish way of 
killing bnilocks, and considered it was cruel. He believed 
there had been prosecutions, and that there had been a 
conviction at Birkenhead. That was justified by the 
Jews on the ground of their religious belief. 

Egbert R. James, one of the veterinary surgeons under 
the Connal County Council, and living at Camborne, 
said fleaming was unnecessary and cruel. He agreed with 
the previous witnesses in their evidence.—Cross-examined 
by Mr. Thomas : Only excessive bleeding could bring on 
all the symptoms named in the pamphlet referr.d to. 
A small quantity—say two quarts—taken away would 

“not be cruelty. it an animal weighed eight ewts., and 
tive quarts of, blood were taken away, it would not cause 
complete exhaustion.—Re-examined : The moment ex- 
haustion became apparent cruelty began. 

The Mayor: What would you consider excessive bleed- 
ing in a bullock weighing 8 ewt. live weight /—It would 
be difficult to judge. When you bleed it yourself you 
watch the symptoms, and when the animal commences 
to roll or stagger then excessive bleeding is shown. 

Alderman Julyan : those symptoms would not arise at 
the same time in every animal ?—It is according to the 
strength of the animal. 

The Mayor: Do you consider it cruelty to bleed an 
animal without bleeding it to exhaustion /—Certainly. 
You would get a certain amount of faintness with a 
certain amount of bleeding. It becomes cruelty when 
you take away that amount of blood. 

The Court at that point adjourned. 

Mr. Thomas, in opening the case for the defence, said 
it would be apparent from the evidence that the case was 
one which would materially affect the position of the 
butchers of the district, as he should prove that the habit 
of fleaming had been practised by them for very many 
jo past. He then went on pointing out that it must 

woved that cruelty was practiced first and then deci- 
ded whether the act justified the means.—In the case of 
Murphy against Manning and Another it was decided 
that if a cruel operation was performed but believed by 
the persons inflicting it that it would be beneficial there 
could. not be any proceeding under the Act under which 
his clients were summoned. In the case of Lewis against 
Fermor, dealing with an operation on sows by a veterin- 
ary surgeon, the question was whether an operation 
caused pain and whether it was necessary or justifiable. 
In giving judgment in that case Mr. Justice Day said 
that cruel torture must be taken to be that which was 
inflicted for no profitable purpose, and the person mak- 
ing the o eration knew it could not be justified. Mr 
Justice ills, im concurring, was of opinion that the 
veterinary did not use cruelty with the intention of in- 
flicting pain. The judgment had never been overruled 
and it was decided that the cruelty practised was for the 
—* for making the meat more Feneficial for human 


. That was the case upon which he should ch; 
base his defence. He thought he 


prove conclusively that the act of fleaming in itself was 
not cruelty within the meaning of the Act. The three 
veterinary surgeons had told them that the incision of 
the jugular vein did not cause cruelty within the mean- 
ing of the Act, and that the bleeding in itself did not 
cause cruelty. He thought he might take it from the 
evidence of Mr. James that there could be no cruelty in- 
flicted unless the bleeding had been carried to excess. 
He should prove that theoperation had been practised in 
the district without any idea of inflicting cruelty ; that 
the blood seen by Inspector Gent was not from the 
fleamed animal at all ; that the formation of the slaugh- 
ter-house would not allow of several quarts of blood 
accumulating, and that the blood seen was that from 
another animal altogether. In giving their decision he 
asked the Bench to say that the operation had been care- 
fully performed, and that his clients carried out the 
operation in a manner which they believed was perfectly 
legal. 

tis Stephens said he was a veterinary surgeon in 
Penzance. He had an extensive practice extending over 
many years. He had heard of fleaming. The operation 
was performed by first tightening the jugular vein to 
make it prominent. The instrument was then used for 
the purpose of making an incision. Unless the head is 
depressed the bleeding would stop as soon as the liga- 
tures were removed. -The act of fleaming was not in it- 
self cruel ; it only caused momentary pain. An average 
of 4 per cent. of the animal’s weight could be taken away 
in blood before it died. In a bull weighing 8cewt. dead 
weight the loss of five quarts of blood would not cause 
the animal to be exhausted. It could walk about. The 
original weight of the animal would be 12 or 13 ewt. If 
an animal had been driven into town the same day it 
would cause it to become exhausted, but he could not 
account for the tongue hanging out other than by the loss 
of blood. 

Alderman Julyan: If that is the case the charge of 
cruelty ought to be transferred to the driver. 

Mr. Thomas : Yes, I should be much obliged. 

Mr. Stephens continuing said he should expect a fat 
bull to be in a very exhausted condition after being 
driven 10 miles. Blood would not flow for a hour and a 
half from a wound the size of the incision in the present 
case. He should say that unless a cow was not fleamed 
after being driven 10 miles the flesh would have a dirty 
appearance. The drier flesh is the longer it would kee 
and if he wished to preserve flesh for a few days he 
should bleed it.—Cruss-examined by Mr. Bodilly : If the 
bull was stunned and bled immediately afterwards a 
large quantity of blood could be taken from it. He 
should not think that would be as efficacious from a 
butcher's —_ of view as bleeding while the heart was 
beating. There were cases when b eeding was mpceeset 
and beneficial for the condition of the meat. He should 
not think it would be right to drive a bullock in ten 
miles and then kill it as the action of the heart would be 
weak in consequence of overexertion. The effect of tak- 
ing one quart of blood from such an animal would be as 
great as taking two quarts from it. 

James Henry Beare said he was a butcher in Penzance 
of considerable experience. The operation of fleaming 
he had been acquainted with all his life. It was seldom 
used in the case of old bullocks. The operation was per 
formed in the i | which had been described. Regard- 
ing the length of bleeding, that depending on the age 
of the beast. A bullock weighing 8 cwt., dead weight, 
should be bled from 5 to 10 minutes. Bleeding was a? 
old custom, and farmers used to bleed animals before 
sending them out to feed. They used to bleed before 
driving them into the town. The bleeding would be 
beneficial to the meat, and that was why it was done. 
He did not practise it, but he could not see that there 


could be any cruelty if properly performed. He could 
not say whether the bleeding improved the quality of 
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meat, but it certainly improved its appearance.—Cross- 
examined by Mr. Bodilly, he thought it would have been 
better if the bullock had not been killed so soon after 
being driven into the town. Bullocks were ‘bled some- 
times to keep them quiet, especially the Durham herds. 
Bleeding did not make the beef look younger, but it 
would make the meat look clearer. The bleeding was 
done simply for the purpose of improving the beef. He 
did not know of any other town where the fleaming in- 
strument was used.—Re-examined by Mr. Thomas: The 
instrument could be bought in almost any town. 

Thomas Reynolds said he had been a butcher for over 
50 years. During his experience fleaming had been 
carried out extensively. e bleeding improved the 
quality of the meat as an article of human food, and 
allowed the meat to be kept longer than usual. Regard- 
ing the animal’s tongue protruding and its exhausted 
condition, he thought it was due to the driving of the 
animal into town.—Cross-examined by Mr. Bodilly : It 
was ten years since he had slaughtered any cattle. Regard- 
ing the bleeding, he was of opinion that it was beneficial. 

r. Bodilly : You are aware there is a portion of the 
blood called jiliin albumen ?—That would be the portion 
meat which causes it to deteriorate. (Loud 
aughter. 

ould the serum flow into the empty veins of the 
animal.—Yes. 

Serum is not blood, you know ?—-It will be very near 
to it, and would make the blood of a watery nature.— 
(Laughter.) 

_ Henry Rogers, Penzance, a butcher of 55 years’ exper- 
ience, and Peter O. S. Just, who had seen hundreds of 
animals fleamed, also gave similar evidence. 

William Bassett said he was a butcher carrying on 
business in Penzance. He had fleamed cattle at Torquay 
but could not say it was the usual thing there. He ha 
seen it done in Newton Abbot. Regarding the bullock 
referred to in the summons, he should say four quarts 
were taken from the bullock. It was bled five minutes 
and put into another portion of the slaughter-house. 
There was other blood in the slaughter-house, and the 
bullock in dispute was not lying in its own blood when 
seen by Inspector Gent. It walked to the place where 
the blood was. He saw the entire operation. It was not 
bled to such an extent as to cause exhaustion. At 9.30 
the bullock was “half slaughtered.” Before it was bled 
it was in an exhausted state. The operation was per- 
formed with the usual amount of skill.—Cross-examined 
by Mr. Bodilly : The “fleam” used by the butchers who 
were now summoned belonged to him. He did not think 
the bullock was bled more than five minutes. Taking 
the rope off its neck would stop the bleeding.—Re-exam- 
med by Mr. Thomas: When the bleeding did not stop 
they used the pin. ; 

By the Mayor : It would still be necessary to bleed the 
bullock if it had been driven in aday or two before. The 
beast came from Godolphin. 

Richard Oats, slaughterman, said the blood on the 

oor in which the bullock was lying came from a beast 
he had killed himself before the bleeding of the defen- 
dant’s bullocks. 
kin homas R. Jasper, another slaughterman, said he 
—"s the bullock of the defendants. It was bled be- 
ore he arrived, and was tied up. The bullock was cut 
on the right side of the neck. He was sure of that. 

ehad seen animals quite as exhausted as the one in 
question. That concluded the defendants’ case. 

‘he Bench retired to consider their decision, and on 

their return into Court, 
" € Mayor: said the Bench had considered the case 
cry carefully and had decided to give the defendants the 
rere of the doubt. There was a question in their mind 
th ab amount of cruelty that had been inflicted, they 
nr ne at gave them that benefit of the doubt and dis- 

issed the case. (Slight applause in Court.) 


THE INSPECTION OF DEAD MEAT. 


On the invitation of the Executive Committee of the 
Mid-Lothian County Council, a conference of local 
authorities was held in the County Buildings, George IV. 
Bridge on Tuesday, 28th, in connection with the proposed 
erection of a clearing-house for Mid-Lothian. Repre- 
sentatives were present from the city of Edinburgh, 
Perthshire, and Berwickshire. Mr. John Dobie, of Camp- 
end, Dalkeith, who occupied the chair, said the Local 
Authority of Mid-Lothian had applied some time ago for 
leave to institute and maintain a clearing-house for the 
inspection of dead meat. The reply to that circular was 
the cause of their meeting that day. They had been 
asked to explain (1) how such a provision could be 
worked, and (2) to submit a draft clause which would 
meet the wishes of the Local Authority, and indicate the 
nature of the powers desired. As the matter afiected the 
whole of Scotland, they thought it desirable that every 
Local Authority should be asked to give their views and 
also their assistance in getting this much-needed recom- 
mendation. As a rule, feeders sold the carcases of 
animals toa class of men who took the risk of selling 
them in town, and thereby rendered themselves liable to 

rosecution. What was wanted was simply this, that a 
egitimate way could be obtained whereby these feeders 
could dispose of the carcases, get them inspected, and if 
unfit for food, taken and destroyed. They in the coun- 
ties had not the least desire to try and enforce the sale 
of unsound meat. On the contrary, it was their desire 
that their food should be wholesome and good, and it 
was with that object that they sought assistance in hav- 
ing a clearing-house, so that a legitimate mode of inspec- 
ting carcases and sound meat should be opened up. It 
was not only the local authorities who desired this, but 
they had received a communication signed by sixty-five 
farmers and feeders in the counties of Edinburgh and 
East Lothian all desirous and anxious that the local 
authorities should take action and press the matter 
forward. Of course they would have to have a qualified 
veterinary inspector to inspect the meat. 

Bailie Pollard said that in 1893 the Public Health 
Committee of the Edinburgh Town Council had had the 
matter of a dead meat clearing-house under consideration 
and had come to the conclusion in the interests of the 
—_ health that such a clearing-house should be estab- 
ished, and they thought at the time that the object 
might be gained if the clause which had been introduced 
into the Police Bill of the previous year, but which 
under strong pressure from the butcher meat trade was 
dropped, could be reintroduced. The Town Council, he 
declared, was perfectly at one with the local authorities 
in asking what was now desired. A_ pleasing feature in 
the state of the case was that there were indications that 
the butcher trade in Edinburgh, who had always shown 
the greatest desire to meet them in every way that they 
possibly could, consistent with the proper carrying on of 


their own trade, were showing a willingness to meet 
them upon this question. It ought, he said, to be stated 
that they found it a gratifying circumstance in Edin- 
burgh that so little meat was seized in the hands of per- 
sons with guilty knowledge. Mr. Andrew Hutcheson 
Joint-Convener of the Perthshire County Council, and 
Professor Dewar having spoken in favour of the proposal, 
a resolution was unanimously come to, on the motion of 
the Chairman, to the effect that the Conference was of 
_— that measures should be taken by legislation for 
the establishment within burghs of sufficient size of 
laces for the inspection and passing of sound deac meat 
intended for sale.-—Edinburgh Evening Dispatch. 
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British Medical Association. 


The annual meeting of the British Medical Association 
—whose members now number sixteen thousand, of 
whom nearly four thousand reside in British colonies— 
was opened at Carlisle on Tuesday 18th inst. Excellent 
local arrangements had been made by the Border Coun- 
ties Branch, and the weather being beautifully fine, the 
visitors had an opportunity of seeing the Border city at 
its best. About four hundred members have already 
arrived, and as many more are expected. There will be 
nine sections, devoted to various branches of medical, 
surgical, and sanitary science. Dr. Ward Cousins, the 
Chairman of the Council, presided and referred in sym- 
ag: terms to the death of Sir Russell Reynolds, the 

ate President. On behalf of the Association a letter of 
condolence had been sent to Lady Reynolds, from whom 
a kind reply had been received. He then proceeded to 
induct into the office of President Dr. Henry Barnes (of 
Carlisle), who was loudly cheered on taking the chair. 
In the evening, the new President (Dr. Barnes) delivered 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


‘ THE R.C.V.S. AND THE R.S.P.C.A. 
SIR 
Your editorial comes not a moment too soon. It is 
quite time we, as a body, step in and take some united 
action against the vexatious and totally uncalled for’ 
prosecutions, instituted by the R.S.P.C.A. not only 
against ourselves but against one portion of the public, 
viz., the poorer class, those who cannot afford to employ 
professional men to d.fend them. 

The motto of the society seems to be “Get as many 
ae as possible. It does not matter how—but get 
them.” 

It is simply a scandal to see how many poor men 
are convicted on the flimsiest evidence (usually only the 
inspector of the society and sometimes a policeman) and 
mulcted in fines they are often unable to pay. The in- 
spector acting as witness-prosecutor and cross-examiner, 
a privilege allowed to no one else. 


his inaugural address. His theme was “The Medical o show the amount of ignorance exhibited by these . 
History of Carlisle. men J quote a case occurring here a month or so ago in a 
——————— 7 | which this “ veterinary-police-lawyer ” said he stopped ‘ 
Funeral of the late Mr. W. J. Palmer, M.R.C.V.S the animal trotting with a waggonette, and on examina- € 
tion found the jetlock was entirely dislocated. The 
The funeral of the late Mr. W. J. Palmer, M.R.C.V.S., | owner was fined. I should also like to enquire whether d 
who met his death while os to enter a train | this V.P.L. can demand to see a horse, stopped by the t 
at Okehampton, took place on the following Friday at | police possibly a day or two previous, examine it, Po any | 
Lew Trenchard. The funeral procession left the residence | amount of questions and use the answers if at all in- > 
of the deceased at East Street, Okehampton, at 1 o'clock. | criminating as part of his case in court. I think if tes- ti 
The shops were F ogy: closed, and blinds of private | ted this method would be found totally illegal. What ; 
houses drawn. 1e officiating clergymen were the Rev. | then is to be done ? . - 
5. Baring-Gould (Rector), and the Rev. A. Baring-Gould | [ would suggest that the R.C.V.S. advertise in every : 
(Curate). The coffin, which was covered with beautiful | town that anyone who thinks he is being prosecuted 0 
wreaths, bore the inscription :—“ Walter James Paige | yexatiously for cruelty can, by going to a member of the ; 
pha ys —_ 15th July, 1896, aged 42 years.”—The Devon | College residing near, have a free opinion. I am sure - 
ar noon Hazette, ee nearly all of us would give this gratuitously. If this Or 
[A long list is given of those who attended the funeral | veterinary opinion is in the man’s favour, it is at once re- i 
from Okehampton and at Lew Trenchard ; including | ported to headquarters, or what would be quicker and ~ 
many relatives, also the Mayor of Okehampton, Mr. J. totter a solicitor is engaged by the V. Ss a the case a 
E. Adams (assistant to the deceased), Vet.-Lt. Holmes, | watched by him on behalf of the Colle “i of 
P R.H.A,, re resentatives from th: Mid-Devon Hunt, If the College feel unable to take t is expense, then - 
several mec tical gentlemen, and many others.] let us form a defence society and do it ourselves. The th 
D SSS SS SS expenses would not be great. In many cases we should Pr 
Army Verertnary DEPARTMENT. wie verdict and thus get costs. ing 
velieve in every town a V.S. could be appointed who she 
p with the | would only take his fee if the case was successfully age 
3rd ult. at defended. Again the very fact of the R.S.P.C.A. know- ass’ 
| | | he ~ us A. jor-Gen. Moorsom in the pres- | ing that they were being looked after, would make the 
ence 0 the Staff officers of the headquarters of the | number of cases decrease to a very considerable extent. . 1 
| Punjab Army and Rawal Pindi district. In present- No one objects to cruelty more than myself, and in cases rie 
[ey ing this decoration Gen. Moorsom made a few ap- where there is cruelty inflicted we should take no part, din 
propriate and congratulatory remarks. Whether the | we the Sends of She, lin. 
officers of the department will consider that a Dis. but in the frivolous cases we should oppose them. min 
Geller to shall be pleased to do what I can_ to forward any 
g ce Order to Vet.-Lieut.-Col. Poyser : : whe 
h yser movement on these lines both professionally an 
| gnition is another question. They | financially.—Yours faithfully 
| will probably be of opinion that when the services of | Leicester. ; J. G. PARR. 223 
regiments, the heads of the 
| lical Department, etc., are recognised by the Com- SU SESS gray 
panionship of the Bath, the bestowal of the Dis- | Sir, ee the’ 
| iE oo pr Order, a junior officer's decoration, I read with much interest the leading article in which “ the 
| ‘sa on - officer of Vet.-Col. Poyser’s standing is a slur | YOU anticipated a heavy percentage of rejections in the ‘duei 
aye on their service. Vet.-Col. Poyser has over 80 years’ July examination as a result of the introducing of a sum anir 
service, and has a well-known reputation for profes- | 7°" S°S10™- Unfortunately for the argument the vety the 
sional skill and administrative ability. During the | for I learn on quite relia 
| expedition, of 18 officers of the department ‘ae € | authority that the percentage of passes in the recent sie 
RE one died and three were invalided. At its el ployed examination in London is over 70, and that this Is the pag 
i 8 close three | best result obtained during the last ten years. How whe 
2 aced ~ sick list for illness of a | ever, those who are opposed to the summer session will cure 
been ta ec ms vig : = om has been sent home on | look to you to show that this in no way proves that a e9 
ertificate. These facts speak for themselves, | S¥mmer session is advantageous.—I am, sir, your obedient ail 
A. Gazette, || *°rvant, 
A. B. 


London, 28th July, 1896. 
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